Kidney-limited thrombotic microangiopathy in patients with SLE treated with romiplostim.
We present the case of a 19 year-old Caucasian female with history of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and normal baseline kidney function who developed severe acute renal failure following treatment of thrombocytopenia with the thrombopoietic agent romiplostim. Percutaneous kidney biopsy revealed thrombotic microangiopathy (TMA) without immune complex lupus glomerulonephritis. We discuss pathogenesis and differential diagnosis of TMA in patients with SLE and raise concerns regarding the use of thrombopoietic agents in such patients. Based on favorable long-term outcome in our case aggressive treatment and in particular prolonged use of plasma exchange in these patients are advocated.